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WELCOME TO OUR 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Itõs going to be all hands on deck at the November 27 Annual General Meeting! The BWGC 

show committee invites you to get your hands dirtyé..in making a beautiful boutonniere. 

Hereõs the opportunity for you to learn to make beautiful boutonnieres or corsages for that 

special occasion. We have one request for you. Make that two requests: show up and bring 

your secateurs. 

 

This meeting is also our annual dessert pot-luck social, so please bring a dessert or other 

snack, such as a cheese, vegetable or fruit tray for the buffet table. 

 

This event is our opportunity to summarize the 2025 season, review the financial status of 

the club, and elect a new Board of Directors. It is important for all our club members to 

participate and confirm the direction for 2025. If you're interested in the future of the club, 

or have some ideas about the next few years, please consider becoming a board member -

itõs only a few hours a month! Send Rahe Richards an email or give her a call if youõre inter-

ested. Membership registration for next year will be available too. 

 

A highlight of the evening will be the presentation of the Show Awards by the Show Com-

mittee and distribution of the show exhibitor cash prizes. 

 

Join us for the closing social event of 2025. Please note the location and time change. 
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BWGC meets the 4th 

Wednesday of the month at 

7:30 p.m. at the Brooklin 

United Church; except January, 

July and December. The 

November meeting is at St. 

Thomas Anglican Church. 

Visit us on the web at: 

brooklinwhitbygardenclub.ca 

Follow us on facebook: 

facebook.com/bhs1921/  

Annual General Meeting and Social 

Nov 26 - 6:30pm - St Thomas Anglican Church 
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What is Rahe sayingééé 

As the 2025 growing season draws to an end, I continue to putter around and analyze my gar-

dens. Iõm sure you are doing the same, taking notes, dividing plants and protecting tender peren-

nials for the winter. I am also building a fence around my roses to deter the rabbits! Like many 

perennials, gardeners are resilient! 

 

The Brooklin-Whitby Garden Club (BWGC) board of directors is busy reviewing our many activities 

and events with the goal of ensuring a bright future for our club. We have reviewed and analyzed 

the information and opinions that you shared in the club survey completed last year and your re-

sponses are helping to form an action plan for future activities and initiatives. 

 

Five long term board members are retiring from the Board of Directors and we are hoping that some new members will be 

elected to carry on their important leadership roles. We would like to extend a huge ôThank Youõ to our outgoing directors who 

have made tremendous contributions to our club over the years. For the incoming directors to the Board, a small booklet ti-

tled òDirectorõs Quick Startó was created to help them settle into their new roles. 

 

We were all deeply saddened to learn that long time member Brian Gower passed away on October 12. Brian was our clubõs 

financial auditor and he was also the leader of the team of volunteers who take care of the Brooklin Horticultural Society Park 

gardens. Brian will be dearly missed. 

 

The BWGCõs activities and community engagement in 2025 were terrific! Monthly meetings with great guest speakers, flower 

shows, tour of Richters Herbs greenhouses, bringing joy to retirement homes with pansy plantings, the plant sale, a members 

garden visit which included the collection of food donations for ôFeed The Needõ, beautifying public spaces, and our continued 

participation in the Harvest Festival were all very well done. A new initiative with the goal of increasing our visibility in the 

community involved me writing five articles about our club activities for the Brooklin Town Crier, a community newspaper. Our 

inaugural Volunteer Appreciation Garden Party in September saw forty volunteers come together to meet and share their ex-

periences in a social settingé.volunteers are the backbone of our club and we were happy to celebrate with everyone! 

 

The Ontario Horticultural Association provided funding towards our 100th anniversary which occurred in 2021 during the pan-

demic. BWGC had marked the anniversary with a celebration at the Sept 2022 meeting. Additionally, to commemorate the 

anniversary, a red oak tree was planted in Centennial Park in Whitby, and an engraved boulder was placed in the Brooklin 

Horticultural Society Park in Brooklin. 

 

Iõm looking forward to our year end Annual General Meeting on November 26, 2025 when we will review the activities of the 

year, examine our financial position and install the new Board of Directors. The Flower Show Committee will be leading a 

ômake and takeõ activity and we look forward to the delicious treats from the potluck. Mark your calendars and be sure to at-

tend this last special meeting of the year. 

 

As we approach our year end, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped us 

with another successful year with the BWGC. I would also like to encourage anyone who hasnõt helped out yet to consider 

signing up for a volunteer position with any of our activities in 2026. Itõs going to be another great year for the BWGC! 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we wish you all a very safe and happy holiday season with your families and friends. 

 

Rahe Richards, President  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
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This November, following the Annual General Meeting we will bid farewell to several of our Board of Director members. 

  

Hans Paats will step down from his role as Past President after 15 years on the board where he has also taken on the posi-

tions of secretary, treasurer and president. Hans will continue to handle the meeting raffle prizes and be involved with the an-

nual plant sale. Read about Hansõ achievements in the article ôThank You Hansõ in this newsletter. 

 

Mary Thompson will step down as Secretary of the board. Mary joined the board in 2019 as a director and in 2020 became 

the secretary. Mary has also been involved in many of the various activities of the BWGC including volunteering at the Wound-

ed Warriors Park of Reflection, coordinating the rain barrel fund raising initiative and she is the current committee lead show-

casing her design skills planting and maintaining the Station Gallery gardens. Additionally, she has worked tirelessly behind 

the scenes of every BWGC event and has been instrumental in facilitating and recording the board meetings. 

 

Bonny Langille will step down as Treasurer of the board after having been in this role since 2020. She brought her financial 

skills to the job and also her knowledge of the inner workings of the Brooklin United Church. Even before she joined the board 

as treasurer, Bonny worked quietly behind the scenes at the general meetings, setting up and facilitating the audio visual for 

the presenters and in recent years ensuring that zoom presentations are seamlessly available to those not in attendance at 

the general meetings. 

 

Margaret McGibney and Jane Austin will also be stepping down from their roles as directors on the board for 14 years! For all 

of us who know them, we canõt help but refer to them as a team as they are great friends and they work great together.  We 

thank Hans for highlighting Margaret and Janeõs achievements in the article ôMargaret and Janeéé..Jane and Margaretõ in 

this newsletter. We thank Margaret and Jane for all the work youõve done over the years paving the way to our continued suc-

cess as a garden club. 

 

 

 

 

Fond Farewells  

 

Jane and Margaretõs smiling faces are always there to greet 

you at Brooklin Harvest Festival. 

Thank you Bonny, Mary and Hans for your contributions to the  

BWGC board and the many events over the years. 
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The Board of Directors would like to bid a fond farewell to Hans Paats, who has been on the Board of Directors for the past 15 

years. Hans will retire on November 27, 2025.  

 

Hans has been instrumental in club leadership for many of those 15 years, holding the offices of Secretary, Treasurer, Presi-

dent, and Past-President. Sometimes he even wore more than one of those hats at the same time due to extenuating circum-

stances. Hans helped steer our club through one of its most difficult times, the COVID era, by instituting online meeting capa-

bility which we benefit from today.  

 

Hans has also led several of our activities and fundraising events over the years. He has designed and decorated the Brooklin 

Horticultural Society (BHS) floats for the Brooklin Spring Fair parades; set up and represented BHS and BWGC at many a 

Brooklin Harvest Festival; organized the annual plant sale, standardized general meeting layout plans to facilitate set up; 

worked with vendors and members to obtain donations for the general meeting draw prizes; set up and maintained the BWGC 

website, and led the organization and set up of the Annual General Meetings. He could be relied upon to be the first to arrive 

to set up and the last to lock up after almost all of the general meetings. He accomplished all of this while working full-time in 

his òretirementó gig at Century Home and Garden Greenhouses!  

  

Itõs hard to imagine a more productive and passionate gardener. He loves to experiment and learn about what and how to 

grow. His specialty is growing hot peppers and come August and September, the show committee knows Hans will bring a se-

lection to share with members as well as entries for the shows. For the shows, he simply asks ôwhere do I enter these?õ and he 

has even been known to enter nothing into a vegetable class other than an entry tag that says ôsorry we had it for dinnerõ (or 

something to that effect). Hans always brings a great sense of humour as well as practical thinking to whatever he does. 

  

We truly have been fortunate as a club to have Hans as one of our own. Luckily Hans will continue to be involved in activities 

such as the annual plant sale and general meeting draws. The board would like to congratulate Hans for all of his accomplish-

ments. You helped make our club an outstanding organization, Hans, and for that we are truly grateful. Thank you! 

 

BWGC Board of Directors 

Thank You Hans  
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Jane Austin and Margaret McGibney announced their retirement from the 

BWGC Board recently, and I thought I would provide a short summary of some 

of their many achievements and efforts with us over the years as regular 

members, and as Board members. 

Jane and Margaret have served on the BWGC Board since 2011. Both have 

worked together as a seamless team in all those years, and although each 

provided individual input and effort, they are best know as òMargaret and 

Jane, Jane and Margaret!ó 

When they first joined the Board the major spring project was the planters 

and hanging baskets we put together at Kingsway Nursery, and the planting 

of the Grass Park flower gardens. Both played an important role in the design 

and execution of those efforts, providing planters and baskets for both Brook-

lin and Whitby. 

Margaret and Jane organized the BHS (BWGC) Plant sales at Grass Park, 

helping to source additional plants such as vegetables, dig gardens offered to 

us for their available perennials, and work through the receipt and pricing of 

plants delivered the evening before the sale. This also included inviting other 

retail and community programs to participate in the sale. 

Jane and Margaret were instrumental in working with Whitby In Bloom to 

amalgamate the WIB speaker series into ours, organizing financial support to 

the BWGC and increasing the range of speakers available.  

Jane started our relationship with RainBarrel Canada and together they 

helped organize the sale, delivery and distribution of the barrels, for a very 

successful fundraising event over several years. 

Jane and Margaret were instrumental in designing and building our Brooklin 

Spring Fair parade floats for a number of years, until we withdrew from that 

activity. 

Another very important aspect of their work for the Garden Club itself was 

initiating and creating Corporate Membership support for the BWGC. Jane and 

Margaret brought numerous vendors and professionals into the club, develop-

ing a brand new means of contributing financially to the Club. Chasing Corpo-

rate support through the early winter months, and ultimately creating a new 

type of membership, with benefits to them, was instrumental in establishing 

the feature we now can rely on for a significant portion of our annual fund 

raising campaigns. 

Over the years, any program that BHS and now BWGC decided to conduct or 

participate in, such as the Harvest Festivals, or Pansy Plantings with Seniors, 

Margaret and Jane were always available, always on site, and always brought 

a valued source of retail experience and civic knowledge to enhance these 

programs. 

BWGC is sorry to see Board members such as they move on, but are thankful 

that they remain as members, and resources, to the Board moving forwards. 

Congratulations to both and a big òThank youó to each of them. 

Hans Paats 

Margaret and Jane..é. 

Jane and Margaret 
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YOUR MEMORY WILL BLOOM FOREVER  BRIAN GOWER  
FEBRUARY 22, 1947 - OCTOBER 12, 2025 

Writing this is bittersweet. As I do, several of our BHS Garden crew are in Brian and 

Isabelleõs garden lifting his dahlias and grooming it for the coming winter. It is as he 

would have done for anyone of us. We are a tight knit group.  

BWGC members might remember him in the 4th row at the general meetings making 

wry quips or grumbling when his lucky draw number did not come up - always with 

humour and grace. And of course, he balanced our books, definitely a major contribu-

tion. 

Perhaps his most important impact was not just on the BHS Garden and the communi-

ty who enjoyed it throughout the seasons, it was the cultivation of relationships - we 

were a very tight knit group of volunteers who made the gardens work. Brian was a 

teacher and a facilitator, always willing to help and demonstrate with humour:  the way 

to properly reel in the massive hoses; or to plant an annual or bulb ò...roots down...ó.; or head out to someone's garden to 

help when one of us was not feeling 100%; or to pot up heirloom tomatoes; or to enjoy our monthly get togethers throughout 

the year, especially to enjoy the pie. As one of our crew commented, òa satirical garden guruó. 

The view of the entrance on Montgomery Ave is all Brian. It was his go-to this summer as his body faded but not his spirit. 

The plantings in neat rows behind the fence of spring blooming pulmonaria, 15in hosta, and late bright pink spikes of sta-

chys rosea, were just a few of the many perennials culled from his own garden. They showcased the annuals planted in front 

of the fence and we will do our best to keep it that way. Throughout the garden beds come spring, stunning clumps of white 

bearded iris thrive. In fact whatever Brian planted, thrived and blended with my own quite different gardening style. I do ad-

mit to more than a few ôfriendlyõ arguments, with the BHS Garden usually the winner. 

So many memories. So many stories. So many disasters averted. Brian your spirit is there in the BHS Garden. We will miss 

you. 

Faye Collins 
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We had a busy time this past season tending the garden beds in the Wounded Warriors Park of Reflection (in Cullen Park, 

Whitby, at Taunton Rd and Cochrane St). 

The last day for the team at The Park of Reflection was on October 8th. This fall we moved some plants around for better bal-

ance of the beds and prepared the flower beds for the upcoming winter. Clean up and watering were done to increase the 

plantsõ chances for survival. Unfortunately, some of the rose bushes struggled due to the summer heat wave and poor soil. A 

request for compost and mulch was made to the Town Of Whitby for next spring in hopes to improve the beds. 

This year our team numbers increased as we gained two very active volunteers. Welcome aboard, Marie and Diane. This al-

lowed more hands pitching in to ensure the plants survived the heat wave. 

We enjoyed meeting most Wednesdays and sometimes, went on our own on other days. We plan to continue with the care 

and beautification of the park next year, as a regular part of the BWGCõs community involvement. 

My sincere appreciation to the team members for all the hard work done this year: Emmie, Barb, Paul, Mike, Marie and Diane 

Rahe Richards 

Wounded Warriors Park Of Reflection 

I took over as garden lead from Brian Gower in June, so Iõm not able to provide any de-

tails about the garden prior to that, but I do know that it was a very cool spring and we 

didnõt get out into the garden until the second week in May. The cooler weather helped 

all of the flowering bulbs last longer. 

 

In June we completed our spring cleanup of all of the gardens and then planted all of the 

canna tubers we had dug out and stored at various membersõ homes over the winter. 

This time we planted them straight into the beds instead of starting at home. They flour-

ished the same as the previous year. We also planted annuals in the 3 main gardens 

around the center circle and along the main entrance at Carnwith and Montgomery. A lot 

of cleome, snapdragons, and vervain came back from seed. 

 

In July we continued with our clean up efforts in the main gardens around the perimeter 

and planted new perennials donated by mem-

bers of our team. 

 

August and September were spent doing basic garden maintenance, but a lot of 

time was spent watering to try to help the gardens survive the extended heat wave.  

We also purchased 20 bags of composted manure from the Rotary Club of Oshawa 

and mixed it into as many of the gardens as we could. We plan to do this again at 

least 2 times in 2026. 

 

October was spent cleaning up the gardens and starting to put them to bed for the 

winter. We planted a tulip tree near the West entrance off of Carnwith (graciously 

donated by Rahe). Our last evening in the garden was Monday October 27. Many of 

our team showed up for the last 2 Mondays, I feel a fitting tribute to our friend and 

fellow gardener Brian who sadly passed on October 12. He will be dearly missed!! 

 

The next challenge, after cleanup is complete, will be to plan out the annuals we 

want for the Garden next year and which perennials and native plants will be add-

ed or moved. 

 

We would like a few more volunteers to help out in our BHS òShowcaseó garden.  

Gardening sessions ð Monday evenings, 6pm - 8:00 PM 

 

E-mail scx1961@gmail.com to get on the volunteer list. 

 

Chris Xavier 

BHS GARDEN 2025 Summary 

mailto:scx1961@gmail.com
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On September 20th, the BWGC participated in the annual Brooklin Harvest 

Festival in downtown Brooklin. With thousands of people coming from 

Brooklin and Whitby to enjoy the offerings of over one hundred booths, as 

well as the Farmers Market, we offered a chance for interested people to 

learn more about our Garden Club or ask questions of our experienced gar-

deners. We were also excited to enroll a number of new members, giving 

them a membership to the rest of 2025, and for all of 2026. 

We were joined by the Durham Master Gardeners in a dual booth, providing 

even more expertise for the gardening questions. Many members of both 

groups took turns manning the stations, and inviting passersby to explore 

the activities and opportunities offered by our gardening organizations. 

Thank you to all who took part and who helped in the set up and take down, 

on a beautiful fall day. It is a long day for some, but it is important that we participate in Town of Whitby events when we can, 

exposing all to the joys and opportunities of the BWGC! 

Hans Paats  

Brooklin Harvest Festival 

Hereõs the wrap on wraps and other savoury treats. 

Beefing up its reputation as the Tastiest Team in the BWGC, Hospitality 

added more tangy tidbits to the table. In addition to fruit and veg plates, 

new dips, wraps and spicy pastries tempted the busy, hungry gardeners 

who rely on the team to send them upstairs satisfied and ready to focus 

on club business and guest speakers. 

 

Each month, Bountiful Brooke, Gary the Gastronome, Juicy Jacquelyn and 

Sugar Sam show their hustle and, with the generous assistance of general members, bring the kitchen to life. And the team 

has more innovations in store. 

 

In 2026, we invite you to have a seat in the Hospitality Bistro, a comfy spot where members will indulge in enticing nibbles 

and beverages, and talk gardening with friends old and new. 

 

Valerie Skinner 

Hospitality 2025 

The BWGC is proud to introduce a new garden, the King Street Cooperative Community Garden, to our roster of beautiful gar-

dens throughout Whitby and Brooklin that are supported by the volunteers of the BWGC. This garden is part of the Durham 

Integrated Growers a collaborative which brings together individuals and organizations involved in community gardens and/or 

food related projects. It promotes sustainable production of and access to sustainable local foods. It is planted and main-

tained by volunteers. Emmie Beer will be the lead coordinator for BWGC volunteers working alongside our new BWGC mem-

ber and community garden lead Despina (Debbie) Melohe. The garden is located at 390 King St in the Heritage District in 

downtown Whitby. According to durhamdigs.ca òour garden is designed with a holistic approach which mimics the biodiversity 

of a forest. It has a small orchard of fruit trees: apple, pear, plum and cherry. These are inter-planted with guilds of perennial 

herbs and pollinator plantsó. There will be some winter sowing of several native perennials. All harvests are donated to Feed 

the Need Food Bank. The garden has a shed of tools for volunteers to use and the Town of Whitby supplies the garden with 

compost and mulch.  

We hope you can join the team in spring 2026! Contact me if you are interested in volunteering. 

Emmie Beer 

Volunteer at King Street Cooperative Community Garden in 2026 
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On Saturday, September 6th, the Board hosted a Garden Party celebrating the BWGC Volunteers who give so generously of 

their time. The event was held at our 

Presidentõs home and was well attended. 

It was a beautiful day to be outside, to 

visit with other guests and to enjoy a vari-

ety of refreshments. 

Thank you once again to all the volun-

teers for your dedication to the success of 

the club! 

Colleen Ouimet  

BWGC VOLUNTEER GARDEN PARTY 

OHA Convention 2026 

Be Part of the Volunteer Team 

ß Learning opportunities 

ß Networking opportunities 

ß Flower Show and other competitions 

ß Vendors and Exhibits 

ß Special volunteer registration fee 

ß Venue is Durham College, Oshawa 

ß Fun! Fun! And More Fun! 

 


