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WELCOME TO OUR 

Quarterly Newsletter 

As we near the end of August we start to think about winding down in our gardens. Yet 

there is so much that we can do to prolong the gardening experiences all year long.  

 

One activity many of us engage in is starting cuttings and repotting to bring our gardens 

indoors for the winter. Seed collection is another activity that gives us a jump on next 

yearõs garden season before the snow is gone.  

 

Another way to continue enjoying gardens is to simply visit other gardens, be it at your 

friendsõ and neighboursõ homes, public gardens near you or gardens in places you might 

travel to over the fall and winter months. If you havenõt done so yet, visit Whistling Gardens 

in Wilsonville, ON, approximately 2 hours drive from Whitby. The 22 acre garden features 

North Americaõs largest peony and conifer collection. Newsletter editor Marianne McQuil-

lan wrote about her visit to this garden in the 2024 Nov issue (Click or Tap to open). In this 

issue Jone Webster shares her visit to several Quebec gardens including the famous Mon-

treal Botanical Gardens and Reford Gardens, while Debi Foster writes about her visit to 

Haida Gwaii, nicknamed Canadaõs Galapagos due to its unique and diverse wildlife. 

 

What better way to surround yourself with like-minded people sharing a love of all things 

gardening than volunteering at garden related events throughout the year. Over the next 

12 months there are opportunities to volunteer at 3 prestigious events: represent the On-

tario Horticultural Assocation (OHA) at the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) later in Au-

gust; represent the OHA at the Royal Winter Fair (RWF) this November; or volunteer at the 

2026 OHA Annual General Meeting and Convention in Oshawa from July 24-26. The CNE 

and RWF opportunities will get you into the venues for free. More info on all opportunities 

is provided In this newsletter. 

 

Winter may be coming but our gardening experiences can extend through all four seasons. 

Garden On - Itõs Not Over Yet! 
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BWGC meets the 4th 

Wednesday of the month at 

7:30 p.m. at the Brooklin 

United Church; except January, 

July and December. The 

November meeting is at St. 

Thomas Anglican Church. 

Visit us on the web at: 

brooklinwhitbygardenclub.ca 

Follow us on facebook: 

facebook.com/bhs1921/  

Check out Hansõ article 

on the successful BWGC 

plant sale in this issue. 

Photos by Lisa Ruck 

https://www.brooklinwhitbygardenclub.ca/uploads/5/4/5/5/5455201/bwgc_newsletter_q4.pdf
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What Is Rahe Sayingê.. 

Welcome back from taking two months off from BWGC activities. Some of us went on vacation to 

interesting places, others went to their cottages and some of us relaxed in our backyard gardens 

that we have created. I am in the last group, I believe, one who has created a nice backyard oasis 

to relax in during the summer months. At the beginning of the growing season I ventured into 

different garden centres in both Durham Region and York Region for plants and I noticed that 

prices were certainly higher this year. Of course I still bought the plants I wanted in order to create 

my backyard oasis. Now, being the plant addict that I am, I'm still popping in and out of various 

garden centres looking for reduced prices on plants. I recently bought a Majestic Palm house plant 

for my son's condo for $5.00, originally $24.99. We gardeners sure like to find a good deal! 

 

We were very pleased with the number of visitors that strolled through the gardens during our Members Garden Visits. We 

were able to make a nice donation of non-perishable food items to Feed the Need Durham thanks to your generosity.  

 

Unfortunately our bus trip had to be cancelled this year but if you have any suggestions for future trips, please share them 

with Michele Wessling or myself. 

 

I was pleased to have a BWGC member join me for the virtual OHA AGM on July 19. Next year the OHA AGM is being co-

hosted by District 17 and District 4. As our club is part of D17, we will be playing an active role and I hope that many of our 

members will volunteer to help make this local event a success. 

 
If you have taken any  interesting horticultural photos of your gardens, your vacations or your cottage gardens, please send 

them to me for our November AGM collage of photos. Some members have already started to do this- thank you! 

 

I am looking for ideas and your input for our own AGM in November. Last year's demonstrations were wonderful - I learned a 

thing or two. Please feel free to pass on any new ideas for this year's AGM. 

 

My roses were able to survive the hard pruning that I had to do in the spring thanks to my resident rabbits, and now I have 

them draped with fabric netting to deter the Japanese beetles! The rose bed does not look very appealing but you can't win 

them all. The weather hasn't either...I'm anticipating an expensive water bill. I can't help it as my roses are my biggest 

addiction. 

 

Recently I have sent out some interesting information 

regarding 'Home Sweet Home', Art Call for BWGC, Mini 

Forest start up at Heber Down Conservation Area, and 

'Minds On Summer Fest' in West Lynde. I hope you 

were able to attend a few of these local events. Let me 

know if you attended so we can add them to our 

community involvement profile. 

 

I hope you are enjoying this yearõs BWGC activities and 

you will be planning to join us again next year. Don't 

forget to bring along a friend or relative. 

 

Enjoy the rest of the year, 

Rahe Richards 

 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
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On August 27 BWGC is pleased to welcome David Ahmed as our guest speaker. Davidõs presentation is titled òGardening in a 

New Subdivisionó. As an active member of the Toronto Chapter of the Master Gardeners of Ontario since 1998, David enjoys 

helping home owners with their landscape design/redesign, including considerations for statuary and other elements of hard-

scaping. He loves to mix colours, shapes and textures in gardens of all styles. 

 

The guest speaker for our September 24th meeting is Karen Hollingshead who will be sharing her presentation òFrom Soil to 

Tableó.  Karen is an avid gardener and past president of the Bolton and District Horticultural Society. Her fascination with gar-

dening and preserving her harvest was sparked by her Danish grandparents who lived in North Toronto. Karen grows 35 varie-

ties of tomatoes and has declared ôBonny Bestõ to be her favorite. 

 

On October 22 we will welcome Darryl Cheng, famous author and plant blogger, who will be presenting òTime Lapse: Watching 

Plants Growó. Darryl is the author of two books about house plants, ôThe New Plant Parentõ, published in 2019, and recently 

ôThe New Plant Collectionõ, published in 2024. Darrylõs Instagram account @houseplanetjournal has over 630,000 followers.  

Upcoming Speakers 

Photos by Mary Thompson 

 

 

Heber Downõs New Mini Forest 

The Station Gallery volunteers set up and maintain a variety of plant-

ers at the Whitby Station Gallery, a local public art gallery on the 

grounds of Iroquois Park in south Whitby. This year, keeping in mind 

the Communities in Bloom theme for 2025: Edible Gardens, we incor-

porated many edible plants in the containers: pansies, parsley, varie-

gated lemon thyme, purple basil, and dill. The parsley just loved the 

Station Gallery growing conditions and thrived like a weed! The pan-

sies were used to garnish the food table at the galleryõs events on 

Thursday nights.  

The containers also featured papyrus, dahlias, and million bells, with 

tall verbena (V. bonariensis) and snapdragons added for height. The 

results were lush and colourful! The team had a very successful and 

fun day planting 18 containers. We take turns visiting once a week to 

fertilize, check for pests, and remove spent blooms.  

Many thanks to Monique Crochet for helping shop for 

and deliver the plants, as well as our planting & 

maintenance team: Lidia Abbott, Emmie Beer, Donna 

Burwash, Helen Ecker, Sam & Harriet Harris, Carla 

Keel, Helen Read, Linda Chisholm, and Diane Cavalli.  

If you are interested in joining the team, we would 

love to have you join us!  You can  contact me at the 

email shown on page 5 of the BWGC Yearbook.  

Mary Thompson 

STATION GALLERY GARDENS 
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The 2025 Annual Plant Sale for BWGC was a tremendous success, with great participation and a substantial financial return 

on our investment of time. 

We brought in $2,587.61, after all expenses in sales and contributions. This includes the sales of plants at the May General 

meeting, and miscellaneous sales in the following weeks. 

We had an impressive diversity of plant offerings and the specialists that had them for sale. This year we had heritage toma-

toes (Faye Collins), Dahlias (Jone Webster), cut tulip bulbs in beautiful bouquets (Michele Wesseling), clematis (Peter Keep-

ing), and hot and sweet pepper plants (Hans Paats). All the plants donated made for an interesting and appealing opportunity 

for BWGG members and the public to take advantage of reliable and documented plants to buy.  

We also were joined by the Durham Master Gardeners who set up a native plants and trees display with items for sale. 

My thanks to all those who participated and to those who made an extra effort with the set-up, tagging and pricing of the 

plants, and the clean-up after. We will put in place a few improvements for next yearõs sales days and locations but have had 

much success with the Municipal Parking Location. 

I would like to thank Peter Keeping and his wife for all their years of support for the BWGC (BHS) and the Annual Plant Sale. 

Peter is retiring from our sale and we wish him all the best! As you may not be aware, Peter is turning 93 this year! Having 

spent some time at the greenhouse myself, this is a young manõs game in many ways, and I believe Peter has just outgrown 

those efforts! Best of everything Peter! 

Join us again next year, in any of the many aspects of the day, and remember the plant sale when youõre working through 

your gardens this fall and next spring! 

Hans Paats 

Annual Plant Sale 

Whitbyõs newest Mini Forest based on the Miyawaki method is being created at Heber Down 

Conservation Area. The Project Highlights as provided by the Town of Whitby are: 

 

¶ Site Prep Date: August 9, 2025 

¶ Number of species: Over 600 native tree and shrub species in 200 square metres 

¶ Planting date: October 18, 2025 

¶ Community partners: Little Forests Durham, Trees for Life, the Central Lake Ontario Con-

servation Authority (CLOCA), the Town of Whitby, the Region of Durham, and the Rotary 

Club of Whitby-Sunrise. 

Led by Ingrid Janssen, volunteers including a group of energetic BWGC members attended the 

site preparation event on Saturday, August 9. They moved a mountain of compost and wood 

chips on top of soaked cardboard to prepare the site for tree planting on October 18.   

Carla Keel 

BWGC members Colleen O., Carla 

K., Emmie B., Val S., and Gary M - 

Photo by Bill Keel 

Heber Down Mini Forest 

Check out some of the Best In Shows from the June Rose Show.      Photos by Sherry Howard 
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A huge thank you to everyone who made this year's garden visits on Saturday, June 21, such a resounding success! We're in-

credibly grateful to our Garden Visit hosts:  Rahe R., Istvan J., Eugene G., Helen R., and Lori S. for opening their beautiful spac-

es. Thank you also to our dedicated Garden Volunteers Sofie B., Donna B., Shannon B., Pat L., Brian G., Monique C., Eleanor 

M., Sally R., Marta S. and the Read family for their invaluable assistance, and all the BWGC Members who participated. 

Beyond the beauty, your generous food donations made a significant impact on our community. Together, our club and corpo-

rate member, The Court at Pringle Creek, represented by Bailey F, and Anthony A., collected an impressive 207 lbs of non-

perishable food (173 meals) for Feed the Need Durham.  

Preparations are underway for the 2026  garden visits. Contact me if you would like to host your garden or to volunteer.   

Carla Keel ð Garden Visit Lead 

2025 Garden Visits a Blooming Success! 

Photos by Val Skinner, Lisa Ruck, Carla Keel 
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Next summer the Ontario Horticultural Association Annual Meeting and Conference will be hosted by District 17 (which in-

cludes your club and the 11 other societies in Durham) and District 4 (our neighbours to the east) and will be held at Durham 

College in Oshawa from July 24th to 26th, 2026 with set-up on July 23rd. 

The event is not just the opportunity to carry out the business of the OHA, there are excellent speakers, bus tours and competi-

tions as part of the convention. Information about the competitions is listed on the OHA website and you can take part too! 

There will be a Silent Auction and vendors from the area to share their wares. It is also an excellent opportunity to network 

with members from different societies and clubs across the province and meet people with common interests. 

The planning committee and I are hoping that you will take advantage of this opportunity to attend the conference. There are a 

variety of ways in which you could take part. You could attend as an OHA member through your Society/Club membership, you 

might be chosen to be a voting delegate for your club or you could participate as a volunteer. Being a volunteer for one 4 hour 

on-site shift will make you eligible for a significantly reduced registration rate (details to be announced later). 

What types of tasks are involved in volunteering?  There are a wide range of roles and responsibilities, and there may be some 

physical demands. We have done our best to describe each of the volunteer jobs, physical demands required in the role, prep-

aration if any, the process or tasks and the times that volunteers are required for each. Set-up for the event begins on Thurs-

day and the event itself runs all day Friday and Saturday, and Sunday until mid-day followed by take down and tidy up.    

Primary teams where help will be required (others may arise as planning moves along) are listed below. We require team leads 

for a number of these groups and we will ensure anyone stepping into any role is well trained and comfortable in the position. 

Many hands make light work. If you would like to help but are not able to attend the event, there are certainly ways you can do 

so prior to the event as well, so please reach out. 

I do hope that you will consider being part of the 2026 OHA Annual Meeting and Conference.  It is a wonderful way to get to 

know other gardeners from the area and beyond.  Come learn and laugh along with us! If you have any questions, please get 

in touch with Debi Foster via email debifoster.1956@gmail.com. 

 

Debi Foster 

Come Celebrate With Us! 

Registration Desk Decoration Helpers Vendor and Exhibitor Helpers 

Information Desk Silent Auction (runners, set up etc.) Floating Volunteers 

Bus Tour Guides Early Bird Prizes (runners) Signage Placement 

Meal Ticket Takers Entertainment Helpers Photographers 

Speaker Assistants Competition Helpers (Arts, Creative Writ-

ing, Publications, Youth) 

 

The OHA is looking for people to man their booth at the CNE for a 4 hour shift and then in November at the Royal for slightly 

longer shifts. Any member in good standing is welcome to take part. During the 4 hour shift you will answer questions about 

the OHA and the different societies. You may be asked to help people find the club/society to join if they are not a mem-

ber. There is a binder provided with this information. You may be asked a general gardening question too. There are decals and 

other giveaways for the children who walk by. A pass to the event is provided, which can be used throughout the day so for ex-

ample if you do a morning shift, you can stay on the grounds and check out other aspects of the CNE or Royal for the remain-

der of the day. You will be reimbursed up to $20 travel costs and parking can be arranged. To sign up, click the links below and 

complete the information in the vacant time slot you would like to attend.  Also email Lianne Krane at ohad6d@gmail.com with 

your phone number and email address to update her master list and to get your e-ticket for the event. 

Link to sign up for the CNE: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1arscC248pLHrES-6Jp7UUPDRqQ8xCCO5wSkQ1CwRDRM/edit?usp=sharin 

 

Link to sign up for the Royal Winter Fair: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VIhLywpEzytSLEyAEXFZv2q-Jkxj8VQPB-ztL2VfoVo/edit?usp=sharing 

Volunteer at the CNE and the Royal Winter Fair 

mailto:debifoster.1956@gmail.com
mailto:ohad6d@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1arscC248pLHrES-6Jp7UUPDRqQ8xCCO5wSkQ1CwRDRM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VIhLywpEzytSLEyAEXFZv2q-Jkxj8VQPB-ztL2VfoVo/edit?usp=sharing
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What is a little forest, also known as a mini forest, pocket forest or Miyawaki forest? These are all names for the small-scale 

densely planted forests developed by Japanese botanist Dr. Akira Miyawaki over 40 years ago. The aim of the Miyawaki meth-

od is to create native biodiverse forests that develop faster than traditional reforestation techniques. In a space the size of a 

tennis court, approximately 200 square metres, the sapling trees and shrubs are planted in amended soil that is organically 

rich and thriving with microbes. This results in a faster growth rate and a higher survival rate.  

 

Many mini forest plantings are community-based projects involving community groups, school children, and citizens who want 

to help fight the effects of biodiversity loss and climate change in their communities. But even a homeowner with a small ur-

ban lot can plant a mini or pocket forest. I recently designed a mini forest for BWGC member Emmie Beer for her front lawn. 

Her mini forest is anchored by 2 old linden trees and the total area is approximately 35 square metres. Emmie did the soil 

prep in 2024, laying down cardboard and then covering it with compost and a thick layer of wood chips. This spring it was 

planted with a selection of shade tolerant understory trees and shrubs such as Eastern Redbud, Alternate-leaf Dogwood, 

Ninebark, Serviceberry, Chokeberry, Viburnums, Elderberry, Northern Spicebush and more. As the forest grows and develops 

Emmie will add groundcovers such as wild ginger and foamflower. Her objectives for the mini forest were to provide more bio-

diversity in her neighbourhood, and to provide food for birds, butterflies and other wildlife. As it 

grows, this little pocket forest garden will hopefully achieve those objectives. 

  

If you have a small yard, you can still plant a pocket or tiny forest. In a 6 square metre space you 

can still plant in 12-18 shrubs and trees. Start with site preparation, remove any existing vegeta-

tion, cut grass very short and cover it with a layer of clean cardboard. Cover the cardboard with a 

good layer of compost and add a thick layer of wood chips or mulch. It is important to do this prep-

aration 5-6 months ahead of planting. Select native trees and shrubs and buy them from a repu-

table native plant nursery. Plant them 2-3 per square metre layering understory trees and shrubs 

with taller trees. Protect the little forest from rabbits, deer and other herbivores in the first few 

years and keep the forest free of weeds to allow the trees and shrubs to grow unimpeded. In 2-3 

years, you will have a wonderful thriving pocket forest in your garden. If we all did this, we would 

see big benefits in our communities, increased biodiversity, cooling islands during heat events, 

and reduced rainwater runoff during heavy rainfall. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about mini 

forests here are some resources:  

Little Forests Durham 

https://littleforestsdurham.ca/news/   

Kawartha Conservation has a Healthy Urban 

Forest Guide which includes plans for pocket 

forests  

https://www.kawarthaconservation.com/

media/dazjvti1/urban-forest-guide-_final-

print.pdf 

Green Communities Canada 

https://greencommunitiescanada.org/

programs/mini-forest 

Ingrid Janssen 

Little Forests:  Big Benefits 

Right - Emmie and Ingrid,  Below - Emmieõs mini 

forest between the linden trees 

Photos by Sherry Howard 

https://littleforestsdurham.ca/news/
https://www.kawarthaconservation.com/media/dazjvti1/urban-forest-guide-_final-print.pdf
https://www.kawarthaconservation.com/media/dazjvti1/urban-forest-guide-_final-print.pdf
https://www.kawarthaconservation.com/media/dazjvti1/urban-forest-guide-_final-print.pdf
https://greencommunitiescanada.org/programs/mini-forest
https://greencommunitiescanada.org/programs/mini-forest

