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WELCOME TO OUR 

Quarterly Newsletter 

A new season awaits you starting Wed Feb 26 when BWGC welcomes our first speaker, 

Jennifer Doubt who will be presenting: òConquering Mosstrophobia: A Supervised Encoun-

ter with Mosses and Some of their Closest Cousinsó. So come on in from winter, bring a 

friend, catch up with old friends and make new ones too! Donõt forget to ôlug-a-mugõ while 

you enjoy some treats. 

 

Over the last several years the newsletter team has sourced and presented the latest gar-

dening trends. Although trends can be ever-changing, the idea of edible gardens has not 

gone away and in fact there has been a resurgence in this area. Today, more than ever, it is 

being reiterated that to eat locally and to know where our food is coming from is of a na-

tional urgency. In this newsletter, a few members have shared their plans for the upcoming 

growing season. We would love to hear from more of you about your tips and tricks and 

ideas for including edibles in your gardens. Perhaps you may even show off your bounty by 

including your garden in the upcoming garden visits. 

BWGC Welcomes You To A New Season  
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BWGC meets the 4th Wednesday 

of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Brooklin United Church; except 

January, July and December. The 

November meeting is at St. 

Thomas Anglican Church. 

Visit us on the web at: 

brooklinwhitbygardenclub.ca  

Follow us on facebook: 

facebook.com/bhs1921/  

òCommunities 

In Bloom has 

declared Edible      

Gardens as the 

theme of  

2025ó 

BWGC MEMBERSHIP 

February is Membership month, so please come 

out early on the 26th to renew your membership 

($20 per individual or $30 per family). To keep the 

line moving at the Membership Desk, you may want 

to bring along a pre-filled form and cash. (Online 

forms are available on our website). 

  

Membership entitles you to a yearbook, quarterly 

newsletters, wonderful speakers and topics at our 

meetings as well as eligibility to participate in our 

flower, vegetable, design and photo competitions.  Another great benefit:  membership 

entitles you to a 10% or better discount at many local nurseries and local businesses. Look 

for these discount offerings throughout this newsletter. 

Colleen Ouimet, Jane Austin, Carla Keel  

Photos by Sherry Howard  

Colleen and Audrey at the membership 

table.           Photo by Sherry Howard 
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What Is Rahe Sayingê.. 

As the new growing year begins, I would like to welcome back our returning members and give a 

very warm welcome to the new ones. 

 

I am looking forward to getting into the garden and getting my hands dirty again! I have been 

satisfying my gardening cravings by taking care of my house plants and cacti but I have to admit 

that itõs just not enough. Many of these plants are dormant and not very exciting compared to the 

fast growing and colourful annual plants that fill our outdoor gardens. 

 

It wonõt be long until we are all back into the various activities that BWGC has to offer including the 

membersõ garden visits and the bus tour. I encourage everyone to find a way to be active in our club with some volunteer 

work. We have a few members who are always there to lend a hand but more hands and new ideas will make our club even 

better! We have over 200 members and without your active participation things become dormant, like my house plants. 

 

The Show Committee is ready to go for our first show in April and we have already lined up many great speakers for the year. 

The Civic Beautification teams are ready and waiting for the weather to turn warm so they can get busy again. The newsletter 

team has been busy finding interesting articles and pictures to share. Our hospitality team is ready to serve you delicious 

refreshments as we gather and socialize before the business portion of our club meetings. I plan to slow down a little and 

join in on these special opportunities to meet you all. Donõt forget to sign up to donate some snacks to share. 

 

If you have not done so already, please take a few minutes to complete the membersõ satisfaction survey either online or at 

the membership desk at our first meeting in February. We need your ideas and input to ensure the BWGC is being enjoyed by 

all of our members! 

 

Donõt forget to mark your calendars to attend the D17 AGM this spring. Itõs a great event with fantastic speakers and an 

opportunity to meet members from neighboring clubs. Also, keep an eye out for the notification of the OHA convention and 

Earth Day seminars. 

Enjoy the Spring - Rahe Richards 

 2025 BWGC  

Board of Directors 

 

From Left to Right:  Hans Paats (Past President), Mike 

LaCelle, Emmie Beer, Jane Austin, Margaret McGibney, Col-

leen Ouimet, Mary Thompson (Secretary), Bonny Langille 

(Treasurer), Rahe Richards (President), Debi Foster (D17 

Director) 

Absent: Carla Keel 

 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Photo by Samantha Carson  
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òLooking out the window at a bright, sunny, snowy, cold, and very windy day, it is hard to imagine getting back out in the 

gardenó says Brian Gower. But that day will soon be here and the coordinators for the three BWGC gardens are hoping to see 

some new and returning faces to weed and nurture our community gardens. The BWGC members proudly tend the gardens at 

three locations in Brooklin and Whitby: 

¶ Brooklin Horticultural Society (BHS) Park in Brooklin (Carnwith Dr W and Montgomery Ave) 

¶ Wounded Warriors Park of Reflection at Cullen Park in Whitby (Taunton and Cochrane St) 

¶ Station Gallery at 1450 Henry St. Whitby 

Volunteers will be needed to help with the maintenance and planting of the gardens. Garden coordinators Brian Gower (BHS 

Park), Rahe Richards (Park of Reflection) and Mary Thompson (Station Gallery) will be looking for your enthusiastic help 

whether you have experience or not. If you would like to contact the coodinators directly you may find their information in the 

current 2025 Yearbook which will be available starting February 26 at the first BWGC meeting. We look forward to meeting 

you in the gardens. 

 

The Park of Reflection team will start work on Wednesday, May 14. More volunteers are needed, as it was a dedicated team of 

three volunteers last season. BHS garden team will start work in mid-May. If the weather is too cool they will meet 10:00-

12:00 pm on Saturdays, but the regular schedule is 6:00-8:00 pm Thursdays evenings. Stay tuned for announcement of the 

first meeting at the Station Gallery. 
 

Mary Kadey 

 

Brooklin Horticultural Society (BHS) Park 

Wounded Warriors Park of Reflection 

Whitby Station Gallery 

On February 26, BWGC welcomes guest speaker Jennifer Doubt who will be pre-

senting òConquering Mosstrophobia: A Supervised Encounter with Mosses and 

Some of their Closest Cousinsó. Jennifer is a botanist and curator of the National 

Herbarium of Canada, located in Ottawa, Ontario, which is a public archive of 

over one million specimens of wild plants, lichens and algae, collected since 

1766.  

 

In conjunction with Whitby in Bloom, our March 26 speaker is Carson Arthur who 

will share his òDishing the Dirt on Dirtó presentation. Carson is a well known 

landscape designer, author, and horticultural expert with over 20 years of experi-

ence including many appearances on popular television and radio shows. He 

owns and operates Carsonõs Garden and Market in Prince Edward County. 

 

Our April 23 guest speaker is Jen Llewellyn who will be presenting òMust-Know 

Facts to Keep Your Trees Beautifuló. Our second co-sponsored evening with Whit-

by in Bloom, our members will enjoy this presentation by Jen who is an award-

winning horticulturist and Consulting Arborist who specializes in plant health, 

plant physiology, nutrition and soils. 

 

Barb Panowyk 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS 

Gardening is in my 

genes. Growing up, 

my grandparents 

operated their fami-

ly farm in Europe, 

and my parents 

had a huge vegeta-

ble garden includ-

ing several fruit 

trees and flower 

beds. My mom 

started all the vege-

tables from 

seeds. Today I 

enjoy growing veggies and flowers at my 

home.  

The BWGC gives me the opportunity to 

learn from others and share my experi-

ences. As a new Board member, and the 

Corporate Membership Lead, I look for-

ward to offering new ideas, fresh per-

spectives and participating in Club activi-

ties and events.  

Carla Keel     

MEET OUR NEW 

 BOARD MEMBER 

Photo by Carla Keel  

Photo by Carla Keel 
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HOSPITALITY 
Do meetings make you peckish? 

 

Us too! Please support fellow happy/hungry gardeners by adding your name to the list of volun-

teers who contribute snacks to the Hospitality table that is offered free-of-charge during month-

ly meetings. Just six volunteers are required each meeting and you choose the month that suits 

your schedule. To sign up, drop by the snack table on February 26 or contact Val Skinner at 

 skinner.v.s@gmail.com 

 

Val Skinner       Photo by Sherry Howard  

The Bus Tour will be in September again. Planning will be starting soon. More information will be available as the year pro-

gresses. Where would you like to go? What day of the week is preferable? Please send your ideas to Rahe Richards 

(presidentbwgc@gmail.com) or Michele Wesseling (Michele.wesseling@hotmail.ca). 

After almost thirty years in Operations in the steel 

industry, I was given a package and shown the 

door. What was a shocking moment turned out to 

be the start of an amazing journey. I decided to 

pursue an education in Horticulture and Land-

scape Design. Now that I'm almost at the end of 

that stage, I'm looking forward to embarking on a 

business venture in both of those fields. As a new 

Board member, I hope to be able to offer some of 

my skills to our amazing team and serve the mem-

bers of BWGC to the best of my abilities.  

Mike LaCelle  

MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBER BWGC ARCHIVES 
 

Judi Denny and Emmie Beer have 

done an incredible job of collecting all 

the clubõs yearbooks dating back to 

1969. The only exception is the year-

book from 1991 that is needed to 

complete the collection. If you have a 

copy, please pass it along to Emmie. If 

you have other photos or articles 

about BWGC that could be added to 

the archive please pass these along 

as well.  

You can contact Emmie by phone or 

text (289-314-0011). 

Thank You Franca 
The BWGC Newsletter team would like to thank Franca Calabra for her contribution last season in helping us take our news-

letter in a new direction. Due to new work opportunities Franca will not be joining us this season. We wish her all the best.  

The newsletter will continue to evolve as we try to make it the best product for our members. Feel free to contact us and give 

us your feedback. 

Mary Kadey, Barb Panowyk, Marianne McQuillan, Sherry Howard 

BWGC BUS TOUR 

 

 

Photo by Sherry Howard  

mailto:skinner.v.s@gmail.com
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Oct 2024 Photography Winners 
Thank you Lisa Ruck, Barb Panowyk and Sherry Howard for sharing some of your winning photos. 
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The Communities in Bloom program has declared 2025 the year of 'Edible Gardens'. We are very fortunate to have many 

BWGC members who grow a wide assortment of fruits, vegetables and herbs and we have asked a few of them to share their 

plans for the upcoming growing season. 

 

As you may recall, 2020 saw a huge interest in gardening due to Covid and it was difficult to 

find seeds and plants that year. This year we can expect another banner year of interest in 

gardening, especially edible gardening due to the looming threats of political tariffs. The 

'Edible Gardens' theme couldn't be more fitting! 

 

Val Skinner has ordered a very interesting hand grafted plant called Solanum 'Ketchup 'n 

Fries' TomTato. It is being shipped from Phoenix Perennial and Specialty Plants in Richmond 

BC. According to their website, "This plant produces hundreds of 'Sweet Million' cherry toma-

toes on top and yummy buttery potatoes underground". We look forward to hearing all about 

Val's experience with this unique plant in the fall. 

 

Carla Keel shared that she turned two of her flower beds into mini vegetable gardens last year 

and had great success growing broccoli for the first time, at the request of her grandson Mal-

colm. Every year she grows cucumbers, pole beans, peppers, bush beans, cherry tomatoes 

and basil in her backyard, in various spots amongst her flowers. She can't wait to start her 

seeds this year!  

 

Rahe Richards says she grows a variety of vegetables, fruits, potatoes and herbs in raised 

beds and pots and tucked in among her perennials. She grows cherries, apricots, figs, rasp-

berries, strawber-

ries, gooseberries and grapes. Last year she grew 

peanuts for the first time but had to fight with the 

squirrels for this crop. This year Rahe plans to grow 

sweet potatoes and a variety of heirloom potatoes. 

She grows enough food to enjoy with her family and 

shares the excess with friends and neighbours. 

 

Sherry Howard writes that her parents were avid veg-

etable gardeners but she has always preferred grow-

ing flowers. In recent years she has started to grow 

more edibles, but she didn't want to dig new beds for 

vegetables so she has been planting amongst her 

perennials. She has grown pole beans, peppers, gar-

lic, tomatoes, zucchini and eggplant. Sherry has also 

been recycling some of her old large pots to grow vegetables to try to minimize the plants being eaten by wildlife. Her recent 

trip to Thailand has given her inspiration for a new vegetable to be grown in pots this summer. Sherry noticed that in a Thai 

village, everyone was growing green onions in colourful-

ly painted recycled car tires 'planters'. 

 

Mary Thompson writes:  òEdibles present an opportunity 

for plant diversity at the Whitby Station Gallery, where 

BWGC volunteers plant and maintain many ornamental 

planters. Some of the edibles that will be up for consid-

eration this year are purple basil, parsley, mint, dino 

kale, thyme, lemon balm, Bright Lights swiss chard, and 

pansiesó. 

 

It's time to pull out the seed catalogs, put in your orders 

and make your plans for a 'delicious' garden in 

2025...happy edible gardening! 

 

Barb Panowyk  

2025, Year of Edible Gardens 

Grandson Malcolm proudly show-

ing off Grandma Carla Keelõs veg-

etable harvest.   

         Photo by Carla Keel  

Left to right:  Raheõs raised vegetable beds, sample of her bountiful harvest, 

her first crop of peanuts.        Photos by Rahe Richards  

Left to right:  Green onions grown in recycled painted tires in a Thai villiage 

is Sherryõs inspiration for this summer, pole green beans share space with 

cone flowers in Sherryõs garden.   Photos by Sherry Howard 
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Okay, friends, let's talk about flowers. Not just any flowers, mind you, but the kind that last. 

The kind you can snip, hang upside down like some botanical bat, and then poof ð you've got 

yourself a piece of everlasting beauty! I've always been a sucker for dried flowers. They're like 

little time capsules of summer, whispering sweet nothings of sunshine and blooms. So, I de-

cided, why buy them when I can grow them? And thus began my quest last season for the per-

fect cut-and-dry garden. 

 

First things first: planning! This is where the daydreaming comes in. Picture it: rows of vibrant 

statice, swaying garden beds of cosmos and dahlias, and maybe a sprinkle of those quirky 

craspedia (they look like little yellow drumsticks, I'm obsessed!). I grabbed my trusty notebook 

(covered in flower doodles, naturally) and started sketching. Sunlight is key, folks. My chosen 

patch gets a good six hours of golden rays, which is like flower heaven. I also considered the soil ð well-draining is a must for 

most of these beauties. Think of it like giving your flowers a spa day ð no soggy bottoms allowed. 

 

...And where were we? Ah yes, the blossoming beauty of my cut-and-dry garden! But 

before all that floral fabulousness, there was the nitty-gritty of garden bed design. For-

get perfectly straight lines ð I wanted curves! Think meandering paths, little pockets of 

blooms, and maybe even a secret faerie hideaway (still working on that one). I grabbed 

some spray paint, and started sketching out the shapes directly onto the grass. It felt 

very "landscape architect" chic, even if my designs looked more like abstract squiggles. 

 

Then came the real work: sod removal. Let me tell you, that was a workout! The trusty 

shovel and I became very well acquainted. Chunk by stubborn chunk, the turf gave 

way, revealing the earth beneath. It was like uncovering a hidden treasure, except the 

treasure wasédirt. But good dirt! Because, as the wise Marion Jarvie (bless her garden-club-presenting heart) recommended, 

soil is king! After her inspiring talk, I knew I had to amend my heavy clay soil. So, in came the GroMax! Truckloads of the stuff, 

transforming my barren patches into a fluffy, fertile paradise. It was like giving my future flowers a five-star hotel to root down 

in (okay, maybe a three-star, but still an improvement!). 

 

With the beds prepped, it was time for the perennials! These are the backbone of my cut-

and-dry garden, the reliable friends who come back year after year. I planted columbine, 

delphinium, feverfew and some gorgeous yarrow to complement my existing hydrangeas. I 

envisioned them creating a lovely, textured backdrop for the annual showstoppers. 

 

Speaking of showstoppersé The Alchemistõs Garden! This is my experimental bed, my 

floral laboratory where I get to play mad scientist with annuals. Each year itõll be a differ-

ent theme, a different explosion of colour and texture. This spring itõs playing a different 

tune. It is currently home to 1600 tulip bulbs. Yes, you read that right. Sixteen hundred! It 

was a bit of an impulse buy. I can only imagine the explosion of colour that will greet me in 

the coming months. Itõs going to be a tulip extravaganza! A veritable sea of vibrant hues! 

Iõm already picturing the photos...and the bouquets! 

 

My hope is that this carefully planned garden, from the sturdy perennials to the ever-changing Alchemistõs Garden, will provide 

a bountiful harvest of blooms, enough to fill my home with vibrant arrangements and inspire countless artistic creations 

throughout the long winter months. This garden is more than just flowers; itõs a promise of lasting beauty, a connection to the 

seasons, and a source of joy that I can share with others through my floral art. 

Michele Wesseling         Photos by Michele Wesseling 

 

From Seed to Shelf: My Everlasting Flower Garden Adventure! 
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Have you heard of the Buffalo Garden Walk? It is an amazing Open Garden event which celebrated its 30th Anniversary in 

2024. There are weekend garden walks throughout June, July (the majority of the events) and August. The prime event is a 

free self-guided tour that includes free hop on ð hop off shuttlebuses with guides. 

 

I was lucky enough to visit some of the Buffalo gardens this past July as part of a three-day 

Oshawa Garden Club (OGC) bus trip and the experience was amazing. We visited one trial 

garden where at least 4 different growers test new cultivars.  We also saw 15 private gardens 

and the Frank Llyod Wright designed Darwin Martin House and Gardens which included a 

guided tour of this unique home. The gardeners were so welcoming, that as we wandered 

along one street we were invited into several other gardens not on the official tour! Very gen-

erous, considering there were 40 of us! 

 

One of the first things we learned about was Hell 

Strips which we commonly call boulevards. In 

Buffalo they are actively beautified through décor 

and plantings, without apparent height re-

strictions in some areas. 

 

Each of the gardens we visited was unique. Some were themed and others not, 

but they were each a reflection of the gardeners who tended them. Hostas were 

the focus of a forested acreage where the house was built over a stream. The 

large backyard of one property was like 

a small market garden complete with 

fruit trees and backyard chickens. Model trains coursed through multiple raised 

beds at one location, there was a Harry Potter inspired area in another garden and 

there was artwork everywhere we went.   

 

Having a written description of the properties piqued our curiosities and was helpful 

in categorizing the 100s of photos we all seemed to take. Surrounding my article 

are a few of the shots I took on this garden tour. 

 

The architectural detail of the historically significant buildings in downtown Buffalo 

is extremely interesting and the city has worked hard to revive the core. There are 

multiple art galleries, interesting graveyards and of course the stunning Conservatory. It is worth taking the time to explore all 

that Buffalo has to offer. 

 

The OGC chose to use the services of Margaret Dailey-Plouffe of HNA Travels to 

organize the bus trip for ease of travel. You donõt need to be part of a bus trip, 

although I would certainly recommend it. We were able to get into gardens which 

were not part of the public open 

house event and it was lovely not to 

have to worry about navigating the 

roads and construction of Buffalo.   

 

For more information on the event 

check out the following links - 

https://www.gardensbuffaloniagara.com/garden-walk-buffalo  and gardenwalk-

buffalo.com. Or you can go old-school and check out òBuffalo Style Gardensó by 

Sally Cunningham and Jim Charlier, St. Lynnõs Press, 2019. 

Debi Foster     
 

A Walk Through Buffalo Gardens 

Hell strip (left) and front garden 

Trial Gardens 

 

No space? Pot them and Stack them! 

Veggies Galore 

Trains and miniature plantings 

 

          Photos by Debi Foster  

https://www.gardensbuffaloniagara.com/garden-walk-buffalo
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ITôS SHOW TIME 
 

Are you ready for Show Time? Here are some tips to get you ready: 

1. Your 2025 BWGC Yearbook and Show Schedule (included with your membership) details the  

show rules, definitions, how to condition flowers and branches, and contact info for the mem-

bers of the show committee should you need some help. 

2. Another great resource is the òFlower Show Questions and Answers pamphlet which gives an 

overview of how to enter a flower show. A copy is available on the BWGC website. 

3. Pull from storage your clean, clear vases/containers for exhibiting blooms or branches. 

4. Remember if a specimen has a size restriction, be sure to trim to below the max size by meas-

uring from the bottom of your container. 

5. Take home some entry tags and fill them out prior to the show with your name, class no. and 

name of specimen.  

6. Groom, Groom, Groom! 

7. Your entries must be on the tables no later than 7:15pm as judging starts at 7:30pm. 

Above all, have FUN! 

Sherry Howard         

Our first show of 

the season is the 

Narcissus Show 

on Apr 23.  Three 

types of narcissus 

include: 

Trumpet - cup is as 

long as or longer 

than petals 

Large Cupped ð cup 

is more than 1/3 of, 

but less than or equal 

to the length of pet-

als 

Small Cupped ð no 

more than 1/3 length 

of petals 

About the BWGC Newsletter  

This newsletter is published quarterly - February, May, August and October.  All photos courtesy of BWGC members. You are 

invited to submit articles, questions and comments about the newsletter to the Editors:  Barb Panowyk  at 905-430-2939, 

bpanowyk@rogers.com,  Sherry Howard at 905-668-7640, sshgardener59@gmail.com, Mary Kadey at 416-388-0065, 

memkadey@gmail.com, Marianne McQuillan at 905-668-7640, 123mcquillan@gmail.com 

Photos by Sherry Howard  


