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WELCOME TO OUR 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Communities In Bloom has declared Edible Gardens the theme of 2025. BWGC has taken 

this delicious theme to heart as evidenced by the many activities  this season.  

 

We have 3 presentations this season focusing on the edibles theme. At the next meeting 

on Wed May 28 at 7:30pm, Sean James a horticulturist with 40 years of experience is pre-

senting “An Appetite for Gardening - Incorporating Edibles into a Traditional Landscape”.  

On June 25, Julia Dimakos will speak about “Tea Gardens For Beginners”.  On Sept 24 

Karen Hollingshead will be presenting “From Soil to Table”. Come early to the meetings , 

catch up with old friends and make new friends while enjoying a treat. Don‟t forget to „Lug-

a-mug‟. 

 

Plans are underway by Carla Keel and her committee for this year's Members' Garden Tour 

on Saturday, June 21, from 10am to 2pm. Five members‟ gardens, all of which will include 

vegetable gardens, have offered their homes to be on the tour. Maps and handouts will be 

sent out just prior to this event. This year members are asked to bring non-perishable food 

to be dropped off at our tour homes. The food donations will be collected and given to 

"Feed The Need Durham" food bank in Whitby to support our local community. 

Throughout the season our members will also be invited to exhibit and admire the fruits 

and vegetables shown in our flower and floral design shows. Even designs using edibles 

will be on display. More information about what to exhibit is found in the show schedules in 

the yearbook. Should you have questions about the shows, contact information is available 

in the yearbook. 

Check out our new feature in the newsletter called “Ask A Master Gardener”.  BWGC mem-

ber and master gardener Ingrid Janssen will be happy to answer your garden questions. 

Send your questions to bwgcinfo@gmail.com and we will publish your questions and an-

swers in the next issue of the newsletter. In this issue Ingrid helps you get started with veg-

etable gardening. 

A Delicious Season With BWGC   
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BWGC meets the 4th Wednesday 

of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Brooklin United Church; except 

January, July and December. The 

November meeting is at St. 

Thomas Anglican Church. 

Visit us on the web at: 

brooklinwhitbygardenclub.ca 

Follow us on facebook: 

facebook.com/bhs1921/ 

“Before your car once 

again steers you into the  

garden center be sure 

you have renewed your 

BWGC membership. En-

joy benefits and dis-

counts of 10% or better  

at many local nurseries 

and businesses. Happy 

Shopping!” 

Colleen, Jane, Carla 

(Membership Team) 

Emmie, Mike, Jane and Col-

leen at a membership drive 

at Vandermeer Nursery.  
Photo by Emmie Beer  
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What Is Rahe Saying….. 

Spring is finally here. I have always enjoyed watching my resident rabbits come out from under my 

shed to munch on my lawn, my emerging perennials, and tulips.  This year was very different! 

When I checked out my garden in March after the snow had melted, I was shocked to find that the 

bark on approximately 25 of my rose bushes had been stripped off by the rabbits. The heavy snow 

this year might be to blame as food was more scarce for them. I had to quickly prune the roses 

down to four/six inches which was recommended by rose experts at the nursery and on YouTube. 

This may cause the roses to revert back to the root stock that they were grafted on. Not happy 

about this but as they say, we have to live and let live! I‟m sure some of you have similar stories to 

share as we come out of hibernation and check the status of our gardens. 

The BWGC has lots of great things coming up including our Plant Sale, our members garden visits (including my garden), a 

trip to Richter‟s nursery, and of course, our amazing meetings with excellent guest speakers and flower shows. Don‟t forget 

to check out the yearbook and our website for more information. I hope you made time to participate in The Earth Day 

celebrations which were great as experts shared their knowledge with viewers. On April 26, I and two other members enjoyed 

the District 17 AGM to learn more about what is happening with other clubs/societies and what is planned for our district in 

the coming year. 

We have been invited to write articles about BWGC for the The Brooklin Town Crier. I have already contributed two articles 

and I want to invite you to consider writing and submitting your own creative articles for publication in this local newsletter. 

Let me know if you are interested and in the meantime, check out what I shared on our facebook page and website. 

As we start to get out into our gardens and other outdoor activities, I want to remind you to do so in safe and healthy ways. 

Watch where you are stepping, use your walking devices if need be, and do some stretching exercises before you begin. 

We hope to see you at our upcoming meetings, the fourth Wednesday of each month, with the exception of June which has 

two meetings. There is a hiatus in July. We have been encountering some challenges with our internet connection for the 

Zoom link to the meetings so it is best to attend in person if you can. 

Have a great summer, 

Rahe Richards 

On May 28, in partnership with Whitby In Bloom, we welcome guest speaker Sean James to our meeting. Sean has over 40 

years of experience working as a professional horticulturalist specializing in Eco-gardening techniques. He will be presenting 

“An Appetite for Gardening - Incorporating Edibles into a Traditional Landscape”. 

 

We are looking forward to once again welcoming Bill Grainger to our BWGC meeting on June 11. Bill is a grower and hybridizer 

of rare and unusual pelargoniums and he will be sharing his expertise during his talk “All About Pelargoniums”. Please re-

member to bring some extra cash that evening as Bill usually has some unique pelargoniums for members to purchase. 

 

On June 25, we will hear a presentation titled “Tea Gardens for Beginners” by guest speaker Julia Dimakos. Julia, known as 

“The Gardening Girl”, has been growing and expanding her personal garden in Mono, Ontario for over 13 years. She is cur-

rently studying Horticulture at the University of Guelph and she is the author of the book titled “Tea Gardening for Beginners: 

Learn to Grow, Blend and Brew Your Own Tea At Home” published in 2022. 

 

PRESIDENT‟S MESSAGE 

Upcoming Speakers 
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Wow, it has been quite a cool spring this year, and it has discouraged us from getting started 

back into the BHS Garden. Still, it has been pretty good for the flowering bulbs as the cool 

weather has helped them last longer.  

Our first foray into the Garden was scheduled for May 1, however, the evening in the Garden 

was rained out and rescheduled to Mon May 5th. It was great to see the Crew again. The 

evenings are now warm enough and light enough to resume our work. Please note that we 

have now moved our weekly sessions to Monday evenings (6:00-8:00pm).   

I expect we will have a lot of weeds to dig out of Garden, and that will be an ongoing battle 

throughout the season. Some overgrown perennials need to be hauled out and of course 

there are still lots of stems and sticks to be cleaned up. I will be contacting any new 

volunteers who indicated an interest in helping in the Garden when they filled out their 

membership form. We‟re always looking for additional enthusiastic gardeners to join our 

cheery group. The next challenge, after cleanup is complete, will be to plan out the annuals 

we want for the Garden this year and which perennials and native plants will be added or 

moved. 

NOW, MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR. WE WANT YOU to come out and volunteer at the Garden. 

You don‟t need to commit to every week, but we sure would like a bit of your time. We can 

adapt the tasks to suit your abilities. Many hands make light work! BENEFITS? Fresh air, 

exercise, get to know interesting people, exchange gardening tips and knowledge, help the 

environment, and bask in the glow of appreciation from the community. What‟s not to like? 

Gardening sessions - Mondays, 6pm - 8:00pm till Fall, then back to Saturdays. ALL ARE 

WELCOME!! Come and reap the BENEFITS noted above. EVERYONE, PLEASE, MAKE A POINT 

OF VISITING THE BHS GARDEN AT LEAST ONCE THIS YEAR to appreciate this BWGC 

community beautification endeavour. Email Brian Gower at: bgower@durham.net to get on 

the volunteer list. 

Brooklin Horticultural Society (BHS) Park 

Photos by Sherry Howard  

The small team of volunteers who take care of the Park of Reflection, located in the public 

park that used to be Cullen Gardens and Miniature Village, will begin the season on Wednes-

day May 14. Currently we are a four person team but we could really use some additional help 

to maintain these beautiful gardens. We meet on Wednesday mornings but there is some flex-

ibility here and volunteers can choose to help out at other times that suit their schedules. If 

you are looking for more information about this opportunity please reach out to me, Rahe 

Richards, at presidentbwgc@gmail.com. 

Wounded Warriors Park Of Reflection 

This year our volunteer group will again be creating beautiful planters for the Whitby Station 

Gallery art gallery. The project consists of planting up 19 planters. The volunteers take turns 

doing weekly maintenance visits during the summer. The planting dates are Friday, May 30 

and Saturday May 31. Participants can pick one of the dates, or both. If you would like to join 

this group, please contact Mary Thompson at secretarybwgc@gmail.com 

Whitby Station Gallery 

 

 

mailto:presidentbwgc@gmail.com
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Question: Is thyme a good lawn substitute? Does it do well in sun and shade?  Can I mow it?  

Creeping thyme can be used as an alternative to turf grass for a lawn area. There are advantages and disadvantages to using 

thyme as a substitute for grass. Creeping thyme is slow to establish and can be intolerant to a high amount of foot traffic. On 

the other hand, it can be a sensory feast both visually and aromatically. It is a low maintenance, drought tolerant ground cov-

er which will attract pollinators to your yard. Creeping thyme will not require mowing and when fully established will prohibit 

the growth of weeds.  

Question:  Siberian Squill (Scilla siberica) is self propagating into my yard and garden from the neighbour‟s empty lot. Should 

I be defensive about it or is it fairly harmless? 

Scilla siberica is listed as invasive in Ontario and my recommendation would be to start getting as defensive as possible 

about reducing the spread into your garden. Start by removing the flowers and seeds and then digging up the bulbs. It may 

take several seasons to get them completely under control and it sounds like there will continually be more coming in from 

the empty lot next door.  Like it is with many invasive plants, management will be ongoing. 

Question: I‟m new to growing vegetables. Where do I start?  

Growing your own vegetables can seem daunting at first but understanding a few basics can help you be successful even as a 

novice. The first step is choosing your location. For most vegetables a spot that gets at least 6 hours of sunlight a day will be 

best. The next step is deciding whether to grow in containers or in the ground. Containers are great for small spaces but if you 

have room a raised bed might be the answer. Your next step is learning about soil. There are lots of choices of soilless potting 

mixes that can be used to grow vegetables and herbs in containers. You can purchase these at garden centres and big box 

stores. If you have decided to create a raised bed in the garden, remove any turf grass, lay the sod upside down and layer it 

with chopped up stems and leaves from the garden, old straw, compost and mulch. This is called the lasagna garden method 

—> https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-make-a-lasagna-garden-2539877. Ideally you would start this a few months before 

you want to start planting your vegetables. The next step is choosing the vegetables you want to grow. Start simple, grow what 

you like to eat. Easy beginner vegetable plants include tomatoes, peppers, bush beans, radishes, peas and lettuce. Most of 

these can be grown in containers or in a garden bed. These can all be purchased as started plants at garden centres in the 

spring or sown directly in the soil as seeds. I would buy the tomato and pepper plants and sow the beans, lettuce and radish-

es yourself. Try using the square foot garden method for your first garden. You can borrow a book on square foot gardening 

from your local library or check out a few sites on the internet like this one —> https://nourishproject.ca/square-foot-

gardening. Keep a garden journal to record what you did, when you planted, how it grew, when you harvested each crop, and 

whether you like the varieties you grew. This will help you plan next year‟s garden and learn from your successes and failures.  

ASK A MASTER GARDENER  BY INGRID JANSSEN 

Photo by Carla Keel  

Pansy pot-up at The Court at Pringle 

Creek. 

Dirty hands, happy hearts!  We had a wonderful time hosting our first Pansy Potting 

event for a Corporate Member, The Court at Pringle Creek, on May 7th. A big thank 

you to our amazing volunteer team Rahe, Hans, Val, Gary, Colleen, Audrey and Event 

Lead Carla for lending a hand as the residents got their fingers dirty and planted 

beautiful pots of pansies. The room was filled with smiles!  It was a truly gratifying 

community event.  

On March 24 Jane Austin and Carla Keel made a house call to Durham Kubota, a  

Corporate Member for over 25 years. Jane and Carla brought their gardening tools 

and went to work on the houseplants. Some plants got a wash, a trim, and a new pot, 

and cuttings were taken from some of the trimmings. Walter and the staff appreciat-

ed Jane and Carla‟s support. It was a good opportunity to give back to our long stand-

ing Corporate Member.    Carla Keel (Photos by Carla Keel) 

Houseplant make-

over at Durham Ku-

bota.  

Supporting Corporate Members 

https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-make-a-lasagna-garden-2539877
https://nourishproject.ca/square-foot-gardening
https://nourishproject.ca/square-foot-gardening
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Peonies, with their lush and romantic blooms, are the undisputed stars of the June garden. Their 

large, often fragrant flowers come in a glorious array of colors, from soft pastels to vibrant reds 

and yellows. Peony season 2025 will begin in a few short weeks with the first blooms of early 

flowering peonies and tree peonies and will continue until the end of June. One of the earliest 

peonies to bloom is the species Fernleaf peony, Paeonia tenuifolia, which usually blooms during 

the second week of May in our region.  

Did you know that with careful planning you can enjoy 6 weeks of peony blooms in your garden? 

Peonies are long-lived plants and if grown in the right conditions can bloom beautifully for many 

years. Peonies are not fussy about soil type; they will grow equally well in heavy clay or good loam; 

however, they will not tolerate standing water around their root zones.  

There are three types of peonies to choose from: herbaceous peonies, tree peonies, and intersec-

tional (Itoh) peonies. Each type has its unique characteristics and charm. Herbaceous peonies are 

the most common type found in most gardens. These perennials die back to the ground each 

winter and re-emerge in the spring. Tree peonies, unlike their herbaceous counterparts, are 

woody shrubs that do not die back in the winter. They produce larger blooms and may have a 

more extended blooming period. Intersectional peonies are hybrids between herbaceous and tree 

peonies. They combine the best traits of both types, offering the hardy nature and abundant 

blooms of herbaceous peonies with the large, exotic flowers and extended bloom period of tree 

peonies.  

The best time to plant or dig and divide peonies, is in the fall when the roots are dormant but the soil is still warm enough to 

allow the roots to establish before winter. You can order bare-root peonies from specialist peony nurseries, a list of which can 

be found on the Canadian Peony Society‟s website at https://peony.ca/resources/ 

When selecting a planting site, choose a location that is sheltered from strong winds to pre-

vent the flowers from being damaged. Dig a hole that is wide and deep enough to accommo-

date the roots and ensure that the "eyes" (the small white or red buds on the roots) are no 

more than 1-2 inches below the soil surface. Space the plants about 1 metre apart to allow for 

good air circulation. 

As you backfill the hole make sure that the soil is covering the entire root system leaving no 

large air pockets around the spreading root system. Pat the soil down firmly but gently and 

water. You could also add water to the hole prior to planting and allow it to drain before plac-

ing the root in. Peonies are relatively easy-care plants but may require regular watering in their 

first year as the root system gets established.  

Deadheading spent blooms will help to keep the plants looking tidy and can encourage more 

flowers. In the fall, cut back the foliage of herbaceous peonies to the ground and dispose of it 

to prevent disease. Tree peonies require minimal pruning, but any dead or damaged branches 

should be removed in the spring. 

Peonies are relatively pest and disease-resistant, but they can occasionally be affected by diseas-

es such as powdery mildew and botrytis. To prevent these diseases, ensure good air circulation 

around the plants, avoid overhead watering, and remove any affected foliage promptly. Signs of 

botrytis include stems that collapse and fall over, buds or leaves that turn black or brown.  

Using disinfected pruners or scissors cut the infected stems and foliage below the infected portion 

and use a fungicide such as sulphur powder or Bordo mixture. These are both readily available at 

garden centres. 

Peonies are not only beautiful in the garden but also make excellent cut flowers. To enjoy peonies 

as cut flowers, trim the stems when the buds are just beginning to open, and place them in a vase 

with fresh water. Change the water daily to extend the life of the blooms. 

In conclusion, peonies are truly the stars of the June garden. Their rich history, diverse types, and 

ease of care make them a beloved choice for gardeners around the world. Whether you are a sea-

soned gardener or just starting, adding peonies to your garden will bring years of joy and beauty. 

As you enjoy the stunning display of peonies in full bloom, take a moment to appreciate the time-

less elegance and charm these magnificent flowers bring to the landscape.                                                    

(Photos by Ingrid Janssen) 

The collapsed stems indi-

cate a botrytis infection on 

this peony.  

Peonies:  The Stars Of The June Garden by Ingrid Janssen 

A peony planting hole, wide and 

shallow with the eyes just 2-3 

cm. below the soil line. 

The double flowering Fernleaf 

peony, p. tenuifolia „Rubra 

Plena‟ in bloom in Judi Den-

ny‟s Garden on May 10, 

2024. 
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In today's world, where air quality is a growing concern, we often focus on the outdoor environment for solutions. However, the 

air inside our homes can be just as polluted, sometimes even more so, due to indoor chemicals, dust, and other pollutants. 

Fortunately, the natural world offers a solution: indoor plants. 

NASA's Clean Air Study, conducted in the late 1980s, revealed that certain houseplants are capable of removing toxins like 

formaldehyde, benzene, and trichloroethylene from the air, improving indoor air quality. These plants not only enhance the 

aesthetic appeal of a space but also contribute to a healthier living environment by filtering out harmful substances. 

Here are six plants that NASA found to be effective at cleaning the air, along with their benefits and tips for indoor care: 

1. Spider Plant (Chlorophytum comosum)  - known for its arching green and white leaves,  

2. Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum) - renowned for their elegant white blooms 

3. Snake Plant (Sansevieria trifasciata) - also called "Mother-in-law's Tongue" with striking sword-like leaves 

4. Aloe Vera (Aloe barbadensis miller) - well known for its soothing properties for burns and skin care 

5. English Ivy (Hedera helix) - a versatile and attractive climbing plant that can be grown as a hanging plant or in a contain-

er, making it a flexible option for a variety of home decor styles. 

6. Boston Fern (Nephrolepis exaltata) - known for their lush, feathery fronds 

Marianne McQuillan 

NASA-Approved Green Allies for a Healthier Home 

Benefits:   

¶ removes formaldehyde, xylene, and toluene - three 

common indoor pollutants 
¶ non-toxic to pets 
¶ easy to care for; thrives in indirect sunlight 

Care Tips:   

¶ keep the soil moist but not waterlogged 

¶ place in a location with bright, indirect light for optimal 

growth. 

Benefits:   

¶ especially good at removing volatile organic com-

pounds (VOCs) such as benzene, formaldehyde, and 

trichloroethylene 
¶ great for improving indoor humidity 

Care Tips:   

¶ keep soil consistently moist but not soggy 

¶ prefers low to medium light conditions 

¶ regularly wipe the leaves to prevent dust buildup 

Benefits:   

¶ removes formaldehyde, benzene, and xylene 
¶ continuously produces oxygen, even at night 
¶ extremely low-maintenance and can survive in low 

light. 

Care Tips:   

¶ water sparingly, only when the soil is completely dry 

¶ tolerates low light conditions, thrives in indirect light 

¶ avoid overwatering, as the plant is susceptible to root 

Benefits:   

¶ removes formaldehyde and benzene 
¶ provides soothing gel for minor burns and skin irrita-

tions 
¶ easy to care for, even for beginners. 

Care Tips:   

¶ water infrequently; allow the soil to dry out between 

waterings 

¶ avoid overwatering to prevent root rot 

¶ thrives in bright, indirect sunlight 

Benefits:   

¶ removes benzene, formaldehyde, and xylene 
¶ helps reduce mold spores in the air 
¶ particularly good at filtering air in small spaces like 

bathrooms and kitchens 

Care Tips:   

¶ prefers cool, moist conditions and indirect light 
¶ water regularly, keeping the soil moist but not soggy 
¶ prune regularly to maintain its shape and size 

Benefits:   

¶ removes formaldehyde and xylene from the air 

¶ thrives in humid environments, They also work well as 

natural humidifiers, adding moisture to dry indoor air 

Care Tips:   

¶ requires consistent moisture 
¶ water frequently to keep the soil moist; mist regularly 

to maintain humidity and prevent browning tips 
¶ prefers indirect light and higher humidity levels 
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I follow many novice and expert gardeners on social media and I love learning anything garden related! There are always 

tricks, tips and trends to try and I figure „nothing ventured, nothing gained‟ when it comes to trying new ways to grow! 

On December 13, 2024, I attended a very interesting evening workshop at the main branch of the Whitby Public Library. The 

topic was “Winter Sowing” and the hosts were Sayeh from Sayeh Sun Studio, and Despina, a founder of the King Street Coop-

erative Community Gardens, located at 390 King Street in Whitby. The focus of this “hands on” workshop was to teach partici-

pants how to collect, clean and prepare seeds for winter sowing. The seeds and all of the „cleaning‟ equipment and tech-

niques were expertly presented and we all went away with a great collection of seeds and new knowledge as to how to grow 

many native plants in the great outdoors! The hosts even provided small „kits‟ that included plastic garden pots, potting soil 

and chicken wire protection covers to those who wished to try winter sowing. It was a fantastic evening and I learned so much! 

I tried my hand at winter sowing for the first time this past winter and I am very pleased with the results! I will definitely „winter 

sow‟ again next year. 

The other trendy seed starting technique that I tried is called “Seed Snails”. This was an easy and fun way to start some seeds 

indoors and it produced a good yield. I didn‟t use either grow lights or a heat source and the seeds germinated and grew well 

by my kitchen window. This is another technique that I will use again next year. You don‟t necessarily have to have fancy 

equipment to start some of your plants early and I hope that all of my seedlings survive as I transfer them to their permanent 

homes in my garden beds and garden pots in a few weeks time. 

If you have any seed starting „adventures‟ that you would like to share with our members, email your story and photos to any-

one on the newsletter team….we would love to hear from you! 

Barb Panowyk 

The Sustainable Neighbourhood Ac-

tion Program (SNAP) is a partnership 

between the Region of Durham, 

Town of Whitby, and CLOCA. Our col-

lective vision is to develop a model 

of urban revitalization that will ex-

tend into other neighbourhoods 

across Durham Region, supporting 

measurable climate change actions 

for healthier watersheds. The West 

Lynde SNAP is CLOCA‟s first SNAP!  

The program was initially developed 

by Toronto and Region Conservation Authority to help local municipal partners, public agencies, and other organizations re-

spond to the challenges of urban renewal and climate action alongside and with the support of the community. 

For more information about the SNAP program and how to get involved, contact snapwhitby@cloca.com  

Seed Starting Adventures 

Left to right:  Barb‟s seed snails, and her winter sowing successes.    Photos by Barb Panowyk  

What‟s Up With The West Lynde SNAP This Spring? 

mailto:snapwhitby@cloca.com
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Have you jumped on the „buy Canadian‟ bandwagon? In the early months of 2025 as trade wars loomed, Canadians were en-

couraged to support Canadian businesses and buy more locally produced foods. It got me wondering whether we might be 

able to extend this trend to our gardening purchases this spring. I looked no further than our own BWGC yearbook for inspira-

tion. We have local growers and nurseries as our corporate members, and to sweeten the deal, most of them offer a discount 

for shopping at these garden centres with your BWGC membership. So hop on the buy Canadian trend when you shop for 

plants this spring. If you are looking to buy locally grown plants this season, you can start with these nurseries: 

Vandermeer Nursery 

Located at the corner of Lakeridge Rd. South And Bayly St. in Ajax, Vandermeer nursery has been a family owned business for 

over 60 years. Vandermeer‟s property and retail space has grown over the years and today is spread over 36 acres including 

200,000 square feet of greenhouse space. Their website homepage boasts that they are Canadian Owned, Operated & 

Grown. They grow both outdoor and indoor plants in their greenhouses so there is a wide variety of plant options locally pro-

duced. 

Century Home and Garden Greenhouses 

Century Home and Garden Greenhouses is located in Port Perry along Hwy 

7a. From its humble beginning selling mums at the roadside in 2007,  it has 

expanded to a total of 6 greenhouses specializing in hanging baskets, plant-

ers, annuals, perennials, shrubs, vegetables, herbs and succulents. Owners 

John and Karen vanderZalm have a combined 60 years of experience in the 

gardening industry and their goal is to give people the best gardening expe-

rience possible.  

Sheridan Nurseries 

Sheridan Nurseries has a number of store locations including the one in 

Whitby on Taunton Rd. Sheridan Nursery started in Sheridan Ontario (now 

Oakville) in 1913 when Howard and Lorrie Dunnington-Grubb bought 100 

acres in order to bring their vision of an English country garden to Toronto. 

Today Sheridan Nurseries farms 900 acres of land in Glen Williams and Nor-

val, Ontario, supplying its 8 retail stores and many gardening centres across 

Northeastern North America. Its website boasts that they produce 1200 

cultivars of hardy nursery stock and perennials.  

Kingsway Greenhouse 

You‟ll find Kingsway Greenhouse on the campus of Kingsway College in Osh-

awa. According to their website, “we‟re a little hard to find, but it‟s worth it!” 

They have been selling unique bedding plants, hanging baskets, trees, 

shrubs, roses and perennials since 1996.  

Witzke‟s Greenhouses Ltd. 

Witzke‟s Greenhouse can be found on Pebblestone Rd in Courtice. Witzke‟s 

is a family-owned and operated business. They cultivate 7 acres of property 

and have extensive greenhouses. The business dates back to 1970 so they 

have been proven partners in gardening within their community.  

If you have another source to share for purchasing homegrown plants let us 

know by sharing your “best places to shop Canadian” for plants this season. 

Get in touch with the newsletter team and we‟ll spread the word.  

Mary Douglas-Kadey 

 

Homegrown Patriotism In The Garden  

 

Photos by Barb Panowyk  
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Are you ready for Show Time? Here are some tips to get you ready: 

1. Conditioning Lilacs:  

* Pick stems with blooms about half open, early AM for 

evening use or late afternoon/evening for next morning  

* If large stem, hit bottom of stem hard with hammer on 

hard surface OR remove bark with sharp knife about 2-3 

inches from bottom and split bark up center  

* Plunge stem into container of HOT water up to its neck 

under water - caution, hot water will brown petals  

* Leave in a cool dark place until ready to use  

* Re-cut stem on a sharp diagonal to approx. size and 

groom before using  

2. Displaying Fruits and Vegetables    

* Show vegetables/fruits on a plate appropriate to their size 

and type. 

* When more than one specimen is specified in a class, 

address uniformity in size and shape. 

* Always groom. 

3. Groom, Groom, Groom! 

4. Your entries must be on the tables no later than 7:15pm as judging starts at 7:30pm. 

Above all, have FUN! 

Bring in some-

thing for our up-

coming shows. 

You may even win 

Best In Show. 

May 28 - Spring 

Show 

June 11 – Iris and 

Peony show 

June 25 – Rose Show 

“Don‟t forget to take 

home some entry 

tags and fill them out 

prior to the show with 

your name, class no. 

and name of speci-
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As Ingrid Janssen wrote in her 

article in this newsletter, peo-

nies are the stars of our June 

gardens. There is nowhere bet-

ter to view them (for free!) than 

at the Oshawa Valley Botanical 

Gardens and you can celebrate 

the season by attending the 

21st Oshawa Peony Festival.  

If you would like to volunteer at 

the festival, specifically helping 

to make peony bouquets to sell, 

then contact Judi Denny at 

mjdenny@sympatico.ca. This is 

a perfect opportunity to prac-

tice those Pick and Plunks! 

 Oshawa Peony Festival 

ITôS SHOW TIME 
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